
As a result of COVID-19 restrictions being eased in Ohio, we will be 
able to publically observe Memorial Day this year in Darby 
Township. Although the traditional parade and indoor program won’t 
be possible, the outdoor cemetery service will be held. 

This year’s featured speaker will be Salvatore J. Petrovia, Colonel, 
U.S. Army (retired).  Colonel Petrovia is a Marysville native, a West 
Point graduate, and served three combat deployments in Iraq and 
Afghanistan during his 30 years of commissioned military service. 
Also during the cemetery ceremony, we will be honoring those men 
and women who gave their lives protecting our freedom in all the 
wars in U.S. history.  

The Darby Township Trustees ask that you follow the current state 
protocol for outdoor gatherings, including social distancing between 
family units and wearing a mask. There will be no seating or shelter 
provided, so plan on bringing a lawn chair if desired, and an 
umbrella in case of rain.   
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Jim Butler, the only zoning inspector Darby Township has 
known since January of 1986, has decided to retire this spring.  
In his more than 35 years of public service, Jim has constantly 
worked to keep Darby Township a great place to live. His unwavering 
dedication to the requirements of the zoning code has resulted in our 
township being a very desirable place to call home.  
 
Jim’s involvement with Darby Township zoning has gone far beyond 
simple enforcement. Over the years he has recommended dozens of 
changes to the zoning resolution, has assisted and advised the 
township Zoning Commission on zoning needs, brought hundreds of 

variances and conditional use permit requests to the Board of Zoning Appeals, and has worked 
closely with the Logan-Union-Champaign Regional Planning Commission, the Union County 
Prosecutor’s Office, the Union County Engineer and many other local entities.  
 
Jim was born and raised in rural Missouri, but after serving in the US Navy, he relocated to Ohio 
and has lived here ever since. He and his wife Gloria raised three children in Darby Township, and 
for many years the couple has run the St. Martin de Porres furniture bank mission project for Saint 
Joseph Catholic Church in Plain City.  
 
Darby Township owes a huge debt of gratitude to Jim Butler for his many years of dedicated 
service to its residents, and he leaves behind very large shoes to fill. When asked if he had any 
parting comments, Jim replied simply that “I have truly enjoyed serving the township these many 
years, but the time went much too fast.” 
 
 
Working hard to fill the big shoes left behind by Jim 
Butler is Scott Smith.  Scott began zoning inspector 
training with Jim in January of this year, and has taken to the 
job with a great deal of enthusiasm and organizational ability.  
 
Scott has lived in Darby Township for 30 years, with his wife 
Sandy, daughters Halle and Paige, and son Connor. He has 
two grandchildren.  He spent 37 years working at Honda, 
from which he recently retired as Senior Staff Engineer.  
 
You may see Scott out in the township, with camera in hand. 
He prepares a monthly zoning report for the trustees and 
includes pictures of new and ongoing projects and issues.  If 
you are interested in what’s happening on the zoning 
front in Darby Township, make plans to attend the 
trustee meeting on the second Monday of each month 
at 7:30 pm to see Scott’s presentation. 

A Changing of the Guard 

Scott Smith 
(937) 243-0204 

townshipsmith@gmail.com 

 



 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Township Tidbits 

• Did you know—Darby Township has a page on the Logan-Union-Champaign 
Regional Planning Commission website? You can find contact information, 
upcoming events and more at lucplanning.com/darby-township 

• The Darby Township Trustees meet at 7:30 pm on the second Monday of each 
month at the township hall, 508 Fourth Street, Unionville Center. The public is 
welcome. Currently, masks and social distancing are required. Township 
residents can bring any issues or concerns to the trustees very early in the 
meeting. 

• Our township is a founding member of the Pleasant Valley Joint Fire District, 
which serves the Plain City addresses in the township. Recently the Fire 
District took delivery of a new medic vehicle, Medic 261, and has ordered a 
new fire engine/heavy rescue vehicle for 2022 delivery. Both vehicles are 
replacing existing older units. 

• Recently, trustee Jim Scheiderer and cemetery sexton Dave Huber repaired 
numerous broken headstones in the Darby Township cemeteries. The cost of 
the repairs was covered by a grant from the state of Ohio. 

Darby Township Zoning Boards 

Zoning Commission- creates 
suggested zoning language and 
zoning code changes and 
recommends to trustees.  

Members and alternates are: 

David Gruenbaum, Chair 
David Huston, Vice-Chair 
Don Bailey 
Adam Boerger 
Steve Studenmund 
Neal Seaborn 
Brett Gilmore 
Jen Plahovinsak 

 

Board of Zoning Appeals- holds 
hearings and approves or rejects 
proposed zoning variances and 
conditional use permits.       

Members and alternates are: 

Mike Priday, Chair 
Dennis Graham, Vice-Chair 
Peggy Beck 
Harley Bodenbender 
Doug Dittus 
Chuck Adams 
Nathan Cunningham 
David Huber 

 

Save the date-Township Cleanup Day- Saturday October 2nd, 2021 
More details to come in September 

 

 



Wondering whom to contact with a question in Darby Township? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Darby Township 
508 Fourth St. 
Unionville Center, OH  
43077 

Darby Township Trustees: 
 Doug Alderman 937-309-5638, Chairman.  

Newsletter, playground, township hall, Pleasant Valley Fire District 
member, Taylor Fields subdivision 

 Dennis Blumenschein 937-597-3018 
Roads, County Engineer’s Office liaison, Soil and Water liaison, Autumn 
Ridge subdivision 

 Jim Scheiderer 937-243-0821 
Cemetery management, Memorial Day coordinator, Pleasantview 
subdivision 

 
Fiscal Officer: 
 Connie Priday 937-645-5034 

Township hall rental, all financial matters, records, scheduling, cemetery 
lots/deeds  
 

Zoning Inspector 
 Scott Smith (937) 243-0204   townshipsmith@gmail.com 

All zoning questions, building permits, zoning permits, pond permits, 
conditional uses and variances 
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